CHAPTER II
THE PREPARATION FOR THE  CIVIL WAR 1629-1640
FOR the next eleven years Charles ruled without a Parliament. " Remember," he had warned the Commons in 1626, " that Parliaments are altogether in my power for their calling, sitting and dissolution ; therefore as I find the fruits of them good or evil, they are to continue, or not to be." He now announced that their fruits were evil, and that henceforth it would be accounted presumption for anyone to prescribe to him a time for the calling of another. Henceforth he would govern by the authority which God had put into his hands, and so order the state that his people should confess that they lived more happily and freely than any subjects in the Christian world.
Taxation without parliamentary grant became thereafter the regular practice. Tonnage and poundage were levied from the merchants as if the right had never been disputed, and new impositions on trade were added to the old. Obsolete laws were had created a constitutional opposition. Under Charles the two had combined, and from their alliance sprang the Civil War.
